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09 A R C T I C  ·  N O R W A Y  ( K V Æ N A N G E N  F J O R D )

Skjervøy, Norway
Orca and humpback whale · late October – January
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§  0 1  
I N T R O D U C T I O N

Skjervøy, in the far north of Norway, gives access to Kvænangen fjord, one of the best places in the world to see orcas and humpback whales 
feeding together on herring, in the depths of the Arctic winter and with a chance of northern lights the same night.

Every autumn, huge shoals of herring shelter in the fjords of northern Norway, and orcas and humpbacks follow them to the coast. The 
season runs from late October to January, with December the busiest month; by late January the herring usually head back out to sea and 
the whales disperse.

§  0 2  E T H I C S Whale-watching ethics
Whale watching here depends entirely on where the herring are that winter, so local operators share sighting information day by day 
rather than following a fixed route. Choose operators that respect the approach distance recommended by the Norwegian authorities, 
especially around orca groups with calves.

§  0 3  I N  T H E  F I E L D Practical tips
01

Book ahead for December, the month with the most whales and 
also the most visitors.

02
Bring technical layers for extreme cold — trips take place in the 
depths of the Arctic winter, with sub-zero temperatures.

03
Whale presence changes from year to year with the movements 
of the herring; check the current season before booking.

04
The few hours of daylight limit when boats can go out — 
check exact times with each operator.

05
Combine the trip with northern lights watching, very likely in the same area and at the same time of year.

Want to go beyond this guide?

Two ways to continue: tailor-made planning or full access to the guide 
archive.

C O N S U L T I N G

Tailor-made itinerary, travelling independently or through an agency, with 
a vetted operator → write to us at blowlinewhales.com and we will help 
you plan your trip or whale-watching outings.

M E M B E R S H I P

Access to every destination guide and exclusive content → join at blowlin
ewhales.com.
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