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§  0 1  
I N T R O D U C T I O N

Península Valdés, on the Atlantic coast of Chubut (Argentine Patagonia), is one of the great sanctuaries of the southern 
right whale: every year around 2,000 whales arrive in its sheltered gulfs to mate and give birth.

The season runs from June to December, with the first boat trips from mid-June in Puerto Pirámides, the only port in Argentina licensed 
for boat-based whale watching. August and September bring the highest numbers and most of the births.

§  0 2  E T H I C S Whale-watching ethics
Puerto Pirámides works under the “Patagonian whale-watching technique”, a protocol for approach and time spent with the whales that 
all six licensed companies follow. Avoid any unlicensed operator, and remember that you can also watch for free from the shore at El 
Doradillo, with no impact at all on the animals.

§  0 3  I N  T H E  F I E L D Practical tips
01

Book ahead in high season (August–September): trips sell out days 
in advance.

02
Bring warm layers — the Patagonian wind is chilly even on sunny 
days.

03
Combine a boat trip with free shore-based watching at El 
Doradillo, especially at high tide.

04
A 100-400mm zoom or similar; also suitable for the wildlife 
at Punta Norte and Punta Tombo.

05
Choose one of the six licensed operators in Puerto Pirámides — they all follow the same regulated distance protocol.

Want to go beyond this guide?

Two ways to continue: tailor-made planning or full access to the guide 
archive.

C O N S U L T I N G

Tailor-made itinerary, travelling independently or through an agency, with 
a vetted operator → write to us at blowlinewhales.com and we will help 
you plan your trip or whale-watching outings.

M E M B E R S H I P

Access to every destination guide and exclusive content → join at blowlin
ewhales.com.
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