
W H A L E  W A T C H I N G  W O R L D W I D E
D E S T I N A T I O N  G U I D E

08 S O U T H  A F R I C A  ·  O V E R B E R G  C O A S T

Hermanus, South Africa
Southern right and humpback whales · June – November

S I G H T I N G  P R O B A B I L I T Y

JUN

AUG

SEP

NOV+

B E S T  M O N T H

September
S E A S O N

Jun – Nov

§  0 1  
I N T R O D U C T I O N

Hermanus, on South Africa's Overberg coast, is considered one of the world's best places for land-based whale watching: its cliffs drop 
straight into Walker Bay, so you can see southern right whales a few metres from the shore without getting on a boat.

Between June and November, hundreds of southern right whales come into the bay to mate and calve; September is usually the busiest 
month, coinciding with the Hermanus Whale Festival. Humpback whales can also be seen in the area, especially towards the end of the 
season.

§  0 2  E T H I C S Whale-watching ethics
Hermanus has a traditional “whale crier” who announces around town where whales have been seen that day, no boat needed. Licensed 
boats operate from Hermanus, Gansbaai and Kleinbaai under official permits; avoid any unlicensed operator, and remember that much of 
the experience here is free, from the cliff path.

§  0 3  I N  T H E  F I E L D Practical tips
01

Hermanus's cliff path is free and often as good as a boat trip — 
make the most of it before booking a boat.

02
Book boat trips ahead in September–October, the peak of the 
season.

03
Follow the “whale crier” or the local webcams to find out where 
whales have been seen that day before planning your route.

04
Bring warm clothing — the wind on the cliffs and on the 
boat can be strong even when it is sunny.

05
A 100-300mm zoom is usually enough; many whales are seen close to the shore.

Want to go beyond this guide?

Two ways to continue: tailor-made planning or full access to the guide 
archive.

C O N S U L T I N G

Tailor-made itinerary, travelling independently or through an agency, with 
a vetted operator → write to us at blowlinewhales.com and we will help 
you plan your trip or whale-watching outings.

M E M B E R S H I P

Access to every destination guide and exclusive content → join at blowlin
ewhales.com.
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